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READING | 1Kings 3:5, 7-12 (Wisdom of Solomon)

READING Il Romans 8:28-30 (God’s love for all)

GOSPEL  Matthew 13:44-52 (the treasure and the pearl)
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oPORTS AND FAMLY DAY

in the light of Beijing and the Gospel of Life

Beijing Olympics opening cer-
emony is designed to convey the
“conception of harmony froman
international perspective” said
Chen Weiya, Deputy General
Director of the opening and clos-
ing ceremonies for the Beijing
Games. "The hardest thing for us
is to present the fruits of Chinese
and world civilization harmoni-
ously,”

Pope Benedict XV1, who blessed
the Olympic torch [in December],
shows the Church as befriending,
if you will, the world of Sport. In
fact, Pope Pius XlI said, “Sports,
properly directed, develops
character ... and steels the
will to endurance.”

Pope John Paul 11 said "sports
could be a school of virtue.”
Sport opens up the door to the
human person, and people in-
volved with athletics strive for per-
fection and build willpower. And
we want to tap into that. So sport
isn’t just about the body; it’s train-
ing that leads to virtue. And that
lays the groundwork for spiritual
virtues, as well.

But really, sport can teach lessons of
life— how to lose as well as how to
win. And sport also teaches lessons
on the importance of the struggle,
which applies to the spiritual life, too.
Saint Paul says, “I have fought the
good fight. 1 have finished the
race.” And in his own spiritual battle,
we see a paradigm for sport.

Today as we gather for this event, all
our “family Santa Rosa”” members are
called upon to keep their thoughts in
line with the vision of the Beijing
Olympics and the words of the
leaders of our church from Pope Pius
XI1, Pope John Paul 1l and Pope
Benedict XVI. Our Organizing
committee has tried over the last few
months to put a package together that
is designed to enable our church to
be more rooted in the scriptures as
well as to find ways to build solidarity
and strengthen our will to build God’s
Kingdom here in the Royal Chartered
Borough.

Come on, church, let us enjoy a day
of fellowship and solidarity... rain
or sun.. we are family at play...
family learning to win and lose as
People of God... see you all at the
\elodrome today!!!

What is The Multi-Cultural Village?

The Cumaca MultiCultural Vil-
lage is the vision of Dr. Michelle
Cromwell, a Trinidadianwhois a
professor/researcher in Boston
and committed to the ongoing de-
velopment of her country. She has
given her time, her treasure and
her talent to preparing this “Vil-
lage”. The proposal to use the
Cumaca R C School affords our
parish of the opportunity to be the
“womb” for this vision to be nur-
tured. Twenty (20) “villagers’ and
six (6) “village elders’ will gather
for two weeks, from 1st - 17th
August, to explore the challenges
facing our country. They will be
exposed to the demands of work-
ing together to realise a new pos-
sibility for our people. Inacon-
text of prayer, worship, group dis-
cussion, lectures and practical ac-
tivities, interacting with the perma-
nent residents of this community.
The Multi Cultural Village will
form a base for us (as church and
as nation) to move forward in a
new direction of hope for all our
people.

We have some sponsorship from
Caribbean Airlines and S.M.
Jaleel, but there is still a need for
financial support, and basic equip-
ment (cots, food items and trans-
port etc).

Let us all keep our eyes and ears tuned to
this vision which will climax on August 16th
with a special community meeting to which
we are invited. Transport is a need and | ask
persons with four wheel vehicles to assist
with helping those interested to attend the
meeting to volunteer their time and vehicle
especially on this day from mid-day (meet-
ing at the Valencia R C Church). There isa
flyer availabe and sumary notes for all who
are interested.

Please contact Msgr. Christian or Ms. Ann
Pierre Mitchell as soon as possible.
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