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Catechetical Corner

Confession
The sacrament of Confession is usually

available every week on Wednesdays

from   4.00pm - 6.00pm.

Confession can be arranged for groups of
parishioners who desire to celebrate this

sacrament at times other than the sched-

uled  times. Check with your priest!!

PARISH PRIESTS
Msgr. Christian Pereira
Fr. Rudy Mohammed

OFFICE HOURS
FR. RUDY MOHAMMED

IS AVAILABLE ON

TUESDAYS AND

FRIDAYS

10.00AM - NOON

MSGR. CHRISTIAN
WILL BE  AVAILABLE

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS

FROM 3.00PM TO 5.30PM AND

SATURDAYS 9AM - NOON.

THE PSRS
MONDAYS & SATURDAYS

9.00AM -12NOON AND

TUESDAYS - FRIDAYS

9.00AM - 5.30PM

OUR BOOKSHOP IS OPEN

FROM 10AM - 6PM

TUESDAYS TO FRIDAYS

AND BEFORE AND AFTER

WEEKEND MASSES.

Marriage
The Marriage Preparation
programme  is now located at the
Santa Rosa Parish Hall and will be
on Wednesdays from 7.30pm. All
couples are asked to make a special
effort  to attend these sessions in
preparation for your "New Life" as
married  persons.

Santa Rosa Resource

Services
The  Santa Rosa Resource Services
are available at the Resource Room

PARISH  SERVICES CLINIC

1ST SATURDAY =   Legal

2ND  SATURDAY =   Financial

3RD  SATURDAY =   Family  Counselling

4TH SATURDAY       =   National Insurance

FOURTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

LAYING DOWN YOUR BURDENS

READING I   Zechariah 9:9-10 (restoration under the Messiah)
READING II Romans 8:9, 11-13 (indwelling of the Spirit)
GOSPEL        Matthew 11:25-30 (Jesus and his Father)

KEY PASSAGE
Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carry-
ing heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble of
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”  (Matthew 11:28-29)

Adult: When has Jesus refreshed you when you felt burdened by
problems?

Child: What burden do you need Jesus to help you carry?

Confirmation Week
This week is the climax of our Confirmation

programmes in  Valencia and  Santa Rosa.

On Friday 11th July at 6.00 p.m. Archbishop

Edward Gilbert will  confirm  the candidates from

Santa Rosa and

on Saturday 12th July, at 5.00p.m.  he will

journey to Valencia to Confirm the young people

of the St. Therese Community who have been

prepared.

This is yet another time for our parish to exer-

cise the deep Spirit of  Solidarity and support

the young people with our prayer and attitude of

inclusion. We must find space in our hearts, our

pews and in  our various groups, communities

and ministries, to enable these young people to

live out their spirit filled vocation as Confirmed

Catholics.

Let us publicly support all the catechists and

sponsors as well as the families of these young

people and allow our church to live beyond our

own time. Our scheduled  Sports and Family

Day is the first step along this path. The dedica-

tion of this day to the Apostle Paul and his writ-

ings, gives us all the context and the guide to do

what we can for our youths.



THE COUNCIL OF JERUSALEM

Around the year 48 an issue arose in

Antioch concerning the circumcision of

non-Jews, when some Christians coming

from Judea claimed their freedom acquired

in Christ Jesus (cf. Gal. 2:4), which even

Paul and Barnabas invoked so as not to

impose this rite of circumcision on pagan

converts to Christianity. The community

decided to consult the Apostles and El-

ders of Jerusalem. Thus, it sent Paul and

Barnabas together with Titus, their Greek

companion, as well as a delegation to ac-

company them to Jerusalem.

The Apostles and Elders of Jerusalem ac-

cepted Titus “uncircumcised”, thus rec-

ognizing the validity of Paul’s proclama-

tion concerning the freedom of grace. The

Assembly confirmed the main leaders of

the Church and recognized the mission-

ary vocation of Peter for the circumcised

and that of Paul for the uncircumcised. As

a matter of fact, a sort of partitioning of

the missionary field occurred: James,

Kephas and John were directed towards

the Jews, while Paul and Barnabas were

sent to preach to the pagans.

More about
St. Paul

THE  ANTIOCH  INCIDENT

The incident occurred during Peter’s visit to

Antioch and it bears witness to the integrity

of Paul, who would not allow for any adapta-

tions of the truth of the Gospel. What hap-

pened? At that time, a circumcised Jewish

Christian could not sit at the same table with a

Gentile Christian without falling into impurity.

Peter, had always testified to the supreme

power of faith in Christ which gathers together

within itself all human beings. He continued

to do so in Antioch until the arrival of other

Christians sent by James, who presided over

the community of Jerusalem. It was then that

Peter, who had previously eaten with the Gen-

tiles, withdrew and separated himself from

them for fear of the circumcision party (thus

concealing what he truly believed). Therefore

Paul became angry: “I opposed him to his face

because he clearly was wrong” (Gal. 2:11).

The compromise agreed upon in Jerusalem

protected the existence of the mixed commu-

nities of the young Churches of Asia Minor,

to whom Paul had preached. Nevertheless full

communion between circumcised and uncir-

cumcised was difficult. Therefore, was the sal-

vation in Jesus Christ considered secondary?

Paul claimed new life in the faith, the gift of the

Spirit and the primacy of the divine promise

over the law… The controversy had originally

occurred between, on the one side, James and

the Church of Jerusalem along with Peter and

Barnabas who, although hesitant, allied them-

selves with James, and on the other side, the

same Church of Antioch which in the end ap-

proved the compromise reached in Jerusalem

(cf. Acts 15:31). Eventually Paul left Antioch

to visit the towns where he and Barnabas had

previously taught, taking along with him Silas

alone, who had been sent back to Antioch with

Paul by the Apostles and elders in Jerusalem

after the compromise had been reached. After

this long novitiate, which endured 15 years,

Paul entered into a new phase.

From the
Va t i c a n
website

 Being a Sponsor in RCIA
SPONSORSHIP An essential part of the Ministry of the Church

The RCIA is about the Church welcom-

ing new members into itself. However

it is very difficult for the church as a

large group to minister personally to

each new individual. This is where, you,

the Sponsor, fits in. As a sponsor, you

will be asked to extend in a personal

way, the welcome and support of the

Community.  You are not alone in this

task.  The RCIA  Team will give you the

training and support you need.

To be a sponsor, you must be a prac-

ticing Catholic, who has received the

Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation

and Eucharist, and a member of our

Church Community in Santa Rosa.

What Does It Mean
to Be a Sponsor?

Sponsors Represent the Church. You

serve as a bridge between the candi-

dates and the Church. You welcome

the candidates and help them to feel at

home among Catholics. You introduce

them to other parishioners, to various

activities in the Church, to how the

Church Community is organized. The

candidates will get a sense of the spirit

of the Community from you.

Sponsors are Witnesses
Candidates pick up from the sponsor more than

from anyone else what being a Catholic is all

about. As a sponsor, you witness to God’s pres-

ence in your life. You share the challenges and

the graces of living the gospel. And remember,

no one is perfect. If you felt you were, you would

be a very unrealistic example for the candidates

to follow.

Sponsors are Companions
Being a sponsor means that you serve as a faith

companion or guide. You walk with the candi-

date throughout their journey of initiation. How-

ever, the RCIA  is as much a journey for you as

for your candidate and your own openness to

spiritual growth will help your candidate to be

more open to their conversion journey.

 The Good Traits of a Sponsor
1. A Sponsor Prays

2. A Sponsor Listens

3. A Sponsor Respects

4. A Sponsor Welcomes

What Sponsors are NOT
1.   Sponsors are NOT catechists,

2.   Sponsors have NO financial or legal

       obligations toward their candidate,

3.   Sponsors are NOT responsible for the

      actions of their candidates

If you ARE A PRACTISING CATHOLIC and

belong to  SANTA ROSA; if you are  interested

in knowing more about being a Sponsor in the

RCIA, come along to our meetings at 6.00pm,

every Tuesday evening in the Parish Hal,

begining on Tuesday 5th August, 2008.


